Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2009
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Robin Buxton
	Mr George Saunders

	Mrs Hattie Llewelyn-Davies
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Alan Duce

	Mr Charles Swan
	Mr Peter Medhurst


In Attendance

Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger
Adrian Clarke - Broads Project Co-ordinator
Bruce Hanson – Head of Recreation and Tourism Development
Jo Eames – Administrative Officer
Also in Attendance

Sarah Jenkinson – Solicitor
Peter Howe – Three Rivers Way Association
Stuart Everett – Waveney District Council

Neil Smith – Broadland Environmental Service Ltd (BESL)
2/1
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Tony Howes and Chris Yardley.
2/2
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 December 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

2/3
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes
(1)
Minute 1/6 (6): Climate Change: How the Long-Term Vision May Relate to the Interest of the Broads Local Access Forum
Ray Walpole reported that he had recently attended a “Climate Change in Norfolk” conference, which was also attended by the Broads Authority’s Director of Conservation and Countryside Management.  Mr Walpole questioned whether the Forum felt it was appropriate to register their interest.  This suggestion was agreed by the members.  It was noted that the UEA WEA Climate Change in East Anglia Conference would take place on Saturday 16 May 2009.

2/4
Three Rivers Way Project Update

The Acting Chair of the Three Rivers Way Association gave an update to the Forum on the Broads by Bike scheme followed by a presentation updating them on the progress of the Three Rivers Way Project.  
Approximately thirty individual cycle routes around the Broads area have been devised to support the Broads Bike Hire scheme which was started 10 years ago in collaboration with the Broads Authority.  Last year LEADER+ funding was secured by the Bike Hire Association to produce a free booklet that illustrated all the scheme’s Northern Broads cycle routes as one network.  It was hoped that a similar leaflet would be produced for the routes in the Southern Broads but this was currently on hold until funding could be sourced to produce it.  A website had also been developed so that the Northern Broads overview leaflet and the individual route leaflets could be downloaded. 

Alan Duce suggested that he might know of an appropriate contact in the Southern Broads who could take this part of the project forward.  


The Three Rivers Way Project, initiated by the North Norfolk Community Partnership, would create a multi-purpose route along the A1062 from Hoveton to Potter Heigham.  Funding had been secured from Roys of Wroxham and the Sustainable Development Fund.  Progress on the project to date included the registered support of organisations, bodies and individuals, a survey currently being undertaken to quantify business support, the recruitment of an MSc student to look at the sustainable tourism aspect of the project and a feasibility study.

The route will be created in sections, the first section being from Hoveton to Horning.  The challenge at present was to source funding to enable the project to begin on the ground and to source further funding to allow it to continue and to be fully achieved.
2/5
Horse Riding in the Broads

The Forum considered a report by the Broads Local Access Forum member representing equestrian riders outlining the difficulties they experience in the Broads and surrounding areas.
RESOLVED

(i)
that the report be noted;
(ii)
that the report be sent to the England Access Forum;
(iii)
that the report and extracts from the minutes of the England Access Forum held in September 2008 which referred to horse riding be sent to Norfolk County Council; and  
(iv)
that members who wished to present a report to the Forum at the next meeting contact the Local Access Forum Secretary before Friday 15 May 2009.
2/6
Oulton Broad Free Quay

The Service Manager for the Leisure Facilities Department, Waveney District Council, updated the Forum on the current status of the short stay free mooring facility at Nicholas Everitt Park.
In 2006 the quay was removed by Waveney District Council as it was considered unsafe.

In 2008 Waveney District Council undertook a needs assessment to ascertain that the quay was an essential facility.  

This year Waveney District Council tendered for quotations from three companies to install a like for like replacement quay.  Once these quotations have been received a report would be presented to the cabinet in July/August 2009 requesting funding to undertake this installation.

Waveney District Council was also investigating the possibility of creating a heritage trail with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Oulton Broad Community Partnership, as well as regenerating the park area and the boulevard.

The Service Manager confirmed that he had been in contact with the Broads Authority’s Rivers Engineer regarding the maintenance of the quay.  The Broads Projects Co-ordinator suggested that the Service Manager contact the Broads Authority’s Director of Waterways formally with background documentation relating to the quay, and to copy this correspondence to him.

Alan Duce, following investigations into the matter, confirmed that Associated British Ports owned the actual quay to which the free “jetty” was attached, and that Waveney District Council’s responsibility commenced from the slipway to the south of quay, although the curtilage of the Nicholas Everitt Park’s Charitable Trust was not clear. Mr Duce suggested that the project should be to construct a “jetty” and then to legally site it and register it to show clear ownership and title.
Following further discussions regarding ownership of the quay the Forum suggested that the Service Manager contact Charles Swan, Alan Duce and Gary Simons direct to discuss this issue in more depth.

The Forum also suggested that the Service Manager be invited to attend a future meeting to update members on developments once the landownership of the quay had been established and maintainence funding had been secured.

The Head Countryside Ranger noted that during the morning of 17 June 2009 it was hoped that it would be possible to arrange a site visit to the quay for members.
2/7
Overview of Tourism Management in the Broads

The Head of Recreation and Toursim Development gave an overview to the Forum of tourism management in the Broads, which included an explanation into how the Broads Authority worked in partnership with Norfolk Tourism, the Tourism Forum and promotional bodies in the Broads.  The Forum was also shown the new Broads DVD.
The Forum questioned whether they could be representated at the Tourism Forum.  The Head of Recreation and Toursim Development confirmed that was possible and that members interested in doing so should contact him direct.  It was noted that there was a membership joining fee.

The Forum requested that the Chairman on the Tourism Forum be invited to a future meeting to explain to members how they could help inform people about tourism in the Broads.
2/8
Great Norwich Development Partnership: Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) Project Update

The Forum received a report updating members of the current situation with regard to the proposed Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) project.

The Forum requested that a sub group be created to discuss this project with the Broads Authority’s new Director of Planning and Strategy as soon as possible.

The Head Countryside Ranger agreed to contact the new Director of Planning and Strategy to invite her to the next meeting and to appraise her of the current status of the project and to convey to her the Forum’s concerns.  The sub group agreed to brief the new Director if required.

A member of the public was present at the meeting and requested that he address the Forum.  It transpired that he was the Vice-Commodore of the Carrow Yacht Club.  He stated that not only did the proposed footpath route go straight through the Club’s property, but that the particular area of land was prone to regular flooding.  The Club was supportive of the project but requested that they be consulted by the Projects Manager, Norwich City Council, before the route was formally agreed.  


It was noted that the nearby rowing club would also need to be consulted.

The Head Countryside Ranger agreed to contact the Projects Manager, Norwich City Council, regarding land ownership.

RESOLVED

(i)
that the report be noted;
(ii)
that the Forum create a sub group to discuss this project with the Broads Authority’s new Director of Planning and Strategy as soon as possible;
(iii)
that the Head Countryside Ranger contact the new Director of Planning and Strategy to invite her to the next meeting and to appraise her of the current status of the project and to convey to her the Forum’s concerns.  The sub group agreed to brief the new Director if required; and
(iv)
that the Head Countryside Ranger contact the Projects Manager, Norwich City Council, regarding land ownership.
2/9
Progress Report regarding the Circular Routes for the Northern Broads

The Forum agreed to defer this item to the next meeting, due to time constraints.

2/10
England Access Forum

The agenda for the third meeting of the England Access Forum was tabled.  
The Forum suggested that issues they discussed which were relevant to the England Access Forum be forwarded to the East of England representatives.
The Forum requested that the East of England representatives be invited to a future meeting to discuss a methodology for improving communications between the local fora and the national access forum.

George Saunders reported that he had attended the Conference for Local Access Forums in the South East which took place on Tuesday 3 March 2009 in central London.  Items discussed included coastal access, multi-user routes and effective publicising of Local Access Forums.

The Forum requested that the notes of this conference be circulated to members.
2/11
Broads Forum Update

Keith Bacon reported that the items discussed at the last Broads Forum meeting, which took place on 12 February, included member expenses, the Water Framework Directive, the Lake Restoration Strategy, Branding of the Broads, Steps Towards a Community Supported Vision for the Future, the Whole Valley Approach and the Broads Authority’s priorities for the next three years.
2/12
Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: Update on Access Enhancements
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator updated the Forum on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project that were currently being worked on by Broads Authority and BESL officers.  

The action plan objective for Compartment 4 had been achieved.

Funding for the footpath from Nicholas Everitt Park to Carlton Marshes Visitor Centre was still being negotiated.
The easy access moorings at Shipmeadow received planning permission last year.

Angling access for people with mobility disabilities was currently being investigated.

The BESL representative then informed the Forum of the consultation proposals for Compartment 25, Geldeston Marshes, which would include the relocation of the flood defence and wetland habitat improvements.  If these proposals were to be carried out the existing flood defence would no longer be maintained by the Environment Agency and the condition of the public footpath would deteriorate.  The BESL representative therefore sought the opinion of the Forum with regard to the creation of a footpath that would follow the re-alignment of the new flood defences.  The Forum agreed to support this new route as long as it was dedicated as a public footpath and that the existing public footpath was maintained until the new route had been completed.  The Forum requested that the Broads Projects Co-ordinator, the Head Countryside Ranger and the Chairman of the Broads Local Access Forum produce a formal response to the proposals once the consultation had been received.

2/13
Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan Update

The Forum agreed to defer this item to the next meeting, due to time constraints.  However, the Head Countryside Ranger did confirm that of the 42 projects listed in the Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan, eight had been completed, 22 were progressing well and 12 were still to be commenced.
The Head Countryside Ranger also confirmed that he was currently working with Norfolk County Coucil to improve the Angles Way signage at Cobholm and suggested that this could be an item for a future meeting.
2/14
Any Other Business

Ray Walpole tabled the executive summary of the Draft Guidance for Local Transport Plans and the consultation response from the Principal Intergrated Transport Planning Officer for Norfolk County Council.  Mr Walpole requested that the Principal Intergrated Transport Planning Officer be invited to a future meeting to discuss a methodology for linking the footpath network with public transport, which he felt had not currently been considered.
The Forum agreed to change the date of the September meeting from Wednesday 2 September to Wednesday 9 September.  

2/15
Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled to take place on Wednesday 17 June 2009 at 2.00 p.m. in the Oulton Broad area.
The meeting concluded at 5.15 p.m.
Chairman
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